
 

 

 

 
 

                                                                                                                              1st February, 2023 

Welcome Back 

Welcome back to another school year, with a special welcome to all students, staff and families 

who are new to Lucas Primary School this year. It has been great to see our Grades 1-6 students so 

settled, happy and engaged in their learning and enjoying being back at school. We can’t wait to 

welcome our new preps tomorrow. We have started the year with 351 students, including 70 

enthusiastic preps.  

 

As our school continues to grow, we are excited to be welcoming six new classroom teachers to 

our school this year (Bianca McDonald, Kate McMillan, Courtney Falzon, Rebecca O’Keefe, Maddi 

Tapscott and Sam Hay) and welcoming back Mrs Short. We also have a new Japanese teacher, 

Tomomi Mori and two new learning support staff (Marcia Read and Sarah Dawe).  

 

We are all looking forward to a wonderful year of learning. We highly value the home-school 

partnership and encourage parents to work closely with staff and let us know if you have any 

concerns or issues you would like to discuss. “Together we can achieve great things!” 

 

Staffing News 

Congratulations to Jess (Miss Moir now Mrs Andrews) and 

Jacinta (Ms Shipham) who were both married over the holidays. 

We wish them all the best for the future.  

Congratulations also to Megan (Mrs Johnston) who is expecting 

her first baby in early May. Megan will be with us for Term 1, 

supporting students through our tutoring program.  

 

Specialist Program 

At Lucas PS we offer a high quality specialist program which is a highlight for many students.  

Throughout the year, all students will participate in weekly PE sessions with Mr O’Loughlin (Mr O), 

Visual Art lessons with Mrs Glanville and Performing Arts with Ms Dwyer. Grade 1-6 will have the 

opportunity to learn Japanese this year with our new Japanese teacher, Ms Mori. 

Prep classes will have an additional hour with Mr O.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Senior Athletic Sports – Save the Date 

On Wednesday 22nd March, we will be conducting our annual Athletics Carnival at Llanberris 

Reserve for grades 3-6. To ensure a successful event, we will require parent assistance on this day.  

More details to come.  

 

Assemblies 

Every fortnight on a Friday we will be having a whole school assembly in our school gym. This year 

we have decided to start assembly a little earlier, at 2:45pm. Parents, family and friends are most 

welcome to attend our weekly assemblies.  

Our first assembly will be on Friday 10th February. At this assembly, our 2023 school captains will be 

presented with their badges. The focus for our class value awards will be respect.  



 

Newsletters 

Newsletters will be published fortnightly and will be available on the Compass app and school 

website. They will include photos of students who receive value awards at assembly, sharing of 

learning from different grades and specialist areas and information about upcoming events.  

 

School Uniform 

We always have many positive comments about our school uniform and how 

wonderful students look proudly wearing it. Thank you very much to parents for 

your support in ensuring our uniform is worn to a high standard with plain black 

shoes, white or navy socks and navy or aqua hair ribbons.  

A reminder to please ensure long hair (below shoulder length) is tied back and 

students are not wearing jewellery, nail polish or makeup. Students with 

pierced ears can wear small studs or sleepers. Please ensure all uniform items are clearly labelled 

with your child’s name.  

 

Compass App 

We encourage all families to download the Compass App as this is an 

important method for home-school communication. New families have been given their Compass 

username and temporary password. If you have not received this yet or have any questions, 

please contact Jenny or Zoe in our school office.  

 

Seesaw 

We will also be using the Seesaw App to share and celebrate learning and events 

with families. Class teachers will send home Seesaw consent forms and other details 

in the coming days. Please return the consent form asap so teachers can start sharing photos and 

information with you.  

 

Lunch Orders 

A lunch order service is available on Fridays each week with a variety of food choices. 

Orders need to be placed online via QuickCliq and are delivered to the school at 

lunchtime. The lunch order menu and QuickCliq information are available on our 

school website. Paper copies are also available at our school office. The first day for 

lunch orders is this Friday 3rd February.  

 

Attendance 

It is very important that students arrive at school on time and ready to learn. Ideally students should 

be at school by the first bell at 8:50am. Each day the roll is marked at 9am and any unexplained 

absences are followed up. Please ensure that you let the school know if your child is going to be 

away by entering the absence on Compass or ringing the office. If your child is late and arrives 

after the 9am bell, they need to come to the office first to collect a late pass before going to their 

classroom.   

 

First Aid / Medication 

Please ensure you keep the school up to date with any medical conditions your child has. If your 

child has asthma, a current Asthma Plan is required. Any medication that needs to be 

taken during school hours must be handed in to the school office for safe storage. 

Written permission from parents is needed if staff are administering medication. 

If your child attends the sick bay during the day you will receive a Compass message. 

If they have a more serious injury or are feeling unwell and need to go home, we will 

call parents.   

 

Meet & Greets 

In the week beginning Monday 20th February, we will be conducting Meet and Greet 

parent/teacher meetings for Grades 1-6. This will provide an opportunity for parents to meet with 

their child’s class teacher, to share information and discuss any concerns, goals and expectations 



for the year. More details will be provided next week. Meetings will be booked via the Compass 

App.  
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New Playground … Yay! 

After a long wait, we finally have our new playground installed. Students have loved exploring all 

the different parts and hanging, climbing, and swinging with their friends.  

                                  

                                                  
                                              

                                                                       

 

KELLY SPORTS TERM 1 AFTER-
SCHOOL PROGRAM 

Tuesdays 3:35pm-5:05pm @ Lucas PS 
Multi-Sports Program (Tennis, Cricket, Basketball, Soccer & 

Kids' Choice!)  

9 Week program – Prep to Grade 6 

Starting Tuesday 7th Feb to Tuesday 4th April 
$217.80 for the 9 week program                                                 

Enrol: www.kellysports.com.au/greater-ballarat 
Queries: Please call Dom 0417 967 621 
  

 

 

 

 

Private Guitar Lessons - Electric and /or 

Acoustic at Lucas Primary School 

This year we will once again be offering guitar 

lessons on Wednesdays during school hours. 

These lessons are optional and paid for by 

parents. For more information and/or to                      

enrol your child, please contact                  

guitar teacher, Tim Smolenaers. 

Email: timothysmol@gmail.com                

Mobile: 0490 314 621 

  

  

 

Instrumental Music Lessons 

Weekly instrumental music lessons for drums 

and guitar are available for interested 

students. This is an optional extra curricula 

activity that parents pay for.  

 

Please contact Will (drums)  

or Tim (guitar) if you would like to 

enrol your child in these lessons. 

 

Kelly Sports  

After School Program  

This term we will once again be 

offering a Kelly Sports program 

on Tuesdays after school. If you 

would like your child to 

participate in this program, 

please register through the Kelly 

Sports website. Students go 

straight to the program in our 

gym after school. Parents collect 

their child from the gym               

at the end of the                          

program.  

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.kellysports.com.au%2Fgreater-ballarat&data=05%7C01%7CZoe.McMahon%40education.vic.gov.au%7C2b287f78f9ed4a98b12008db01e2cc65%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638105846923130497%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=JrSbNeNvTn%2FLW5kdcOw6jxleBsDifrk3wcUOWIdTYbU%3D&reserved=0
mailto:timothysmol@gmail.com

